
The Art Deco buildings of Bombay are rapidly being transformed by the 
exigencies of space and neglect. Navin Ramani’s book awakens world 
attention to this treasury of Indian architecture and to the delights of the 
wonderful Art Deco movement in Bombay’s history.

Rahul Mehrotra
Governor of the Heritage Conservation Committee
Mumbai Metropolitan Regional Developement Authority (MMRDA)
Principal, RMA Architects 

This is an extraordinary and exciting new book on a topic little known in 
the USA. The Art Deco of Bombay, India is exuberant and wonderful, and 
the comparisons Mr. Ramani draws between Bombay Deco and Miami 
Beach Deco are right on the mark. It’s filled with gorgeous pictures. Quite an 
accomplishment.

Michael Kinerk
Chairman Emeritus, Miami Design Preservation League 
The first Art Deco Preservation Society (Est. 1976) - Miami - USA

R E V I E W S

As beautifully illustrated in Navin Ramani’s “Bombay Art Deco Architecture” 
the worldwide Art Deco movement speaks a universal language.  This visually 
impressive study highlights the outstanding architecture available in Bombay for 
the student of Art Deco and should be included in anyone’s library of reference 
material.  His colourful and bold photographs are statement quality pieces of 
the ever widening passionate circle of Art Deco fans.

Kathryn Hausman
President, Art Deco Society of New York

This book is a revelation of something that, in retrospect, seems obvious: a city 
with parallels to Los Angeles (a major film industry), Miami Beach (superb 
tropical beauty) and Manhattan (financial power and cultural vibrancy, 
especially during the 1920s – ‘30s) can be expected to have some great 
Art Deco architecture. As Navin Ramani shows us, Bombay extravagantly 
surpasses all expectations – from the wealth of examples shown in this 
splendidly illustrated book, it becomes clear that the city now known as 
Mumbai is a world-class Deco destination.

Alice Jurow
Editor, The Sophisticate - Art Deco Society of California

Bombay is known as one of the great Gothic Revival cities of the world; it is less 
well known that is is also an Art Deco city, able to boast stylish buildings of the 
1930s and 1940s comparable to this in Miami or Los Angeles.  This is not surprising 
as Bombay was the most vigorous and commercial city in India in the 20th Century, 
and also a place in love with modernity, the image of America, with the cinema - as 
the modern ‘ Bollywood ‘ industry the city testifies. Thanks to Navin Ramani we can 
now appreciate just how rich and extraordinary the Art Deco buildings or Bombay 
are.  This well illustrated book is as exciting as it is welcome.

Gavin Stamp
Chairman, Twentieth Century Society - London - United Kingdom 

It is fitting and fortuitous that a person who grew up in one of Bombay’s Art 
Deco Districts introduces the rest of the world to the Art Deco architecture still 
gracing the streets of that city. Ramani’s love for and understanding of the 
Art Deco style makes this book simultaneously personal and scholarly. The 
remarkable photographs confirm how many Deco buildings were built and 
have survived. This volume should be an inspiration for enthusiasts eager to 
explore a new place as well as academics.

Bennett Johnson
President, Chicago Art Deco Society

The Art Deco dream that is Miami Beach is familiar to us all, as a television 
location and through countless publications but less well known is the Art Deco 
district of Bombay (today Mumbai). In his book Navin Ramani, a former native 
of Bombay, compares the two cities and describes in detail stylish Bombay.  
The architecture of the 1930s and 40s is beautifully illustrated and his book will 
do much to bring in ’Deco fanciers’ from around the world. Surely one of the 
first in its field and much to be recommended.

Richard Gray
Author of Cinemas in Britain - London - United Kingdom 

If you buy only one book about Art Deco in the sub-continent, it should be this 
one.  Stunningly presented and backed by solid research, the photographs 
alone make it worth seeking out.  Mr Ramani has done an outstanding job of 
showcasing his native country’s architectural heritage - in a book long overdue.  
Highly recommended.

Tess Johnston
Author of Art Deco in Shanghai 

Thank you for your great book.  It opens the door of Art Deco Architecture 
in India and shows the charm of this brilliant art. It adequately expresses the 
luxuriant content inherited from the historic architectural culture through your 
fantastic compilation. Your creative explanation of Art Deco architecture has 
made an effective introduction to the world.

Xing Tong He
Chief Architect, World Expo 2010 Architectural Center - Shanghai
Xian Dai Architectural Design Group - Shanghai - China

As an architect practicing historic preservation and contextual infill architecture, 
in Florida and Central America I found your book to be a great source of 
inspiration for the Art Deco style which is found through South Florida.  We 
are currently designing an Art Deco style infill mix-use project in downtown Ft. 
Pierce and will use the book as a source of inspiration for its beautiful imagery 
on exterior and interior detailing.  The book is a must have for any serious 
architect. 

Rick Gonzalez
Chairman, Florida Board of Architecture & Interior Design 2005 - 2006
President, REG Architects - West Palm Beach - Florida USA

This book provides much joy for the lover of Art Deco.  Lavishly illustrated 
with colour photos, it explains the origins, spread and acceptance of the Art 
Deco style in one of the worlds great port and trading centres. The passion for 
the authors home city is obvious in his clear descriptions and illustrations of 
buildings, their features and motifs and the architects (from abroad and locally) 
who created them.  Most importantly he describes the incorporation of Indian 
artistic and architectural tradition into Bombay’s buildings. What a wonderful 
contribution to the literature of this elegant and vibrant era. 

Robin Grow
President, Art Deco Society - Melbourne - Australia

In this fascinating and elegantly designed volume, with over 200 color 
photographs, Ramani examines the exuberant and sometimes exotic nature of 
the Art Deco style that expressed itself as the metropolis of Bombay took on the 
new international style in the 1930s and 1940s.

The amazingly similar visual vocabulary of Miami Beach and Bombay is 
breathtakingly revealed in the pages of Ramani’s book, even coining the term 
“Bo-Mi Deco” to describe the similarities between the two cities. With the love 
of an architect and a pride of his heritage, Ramani explores the use of the 
frozen fountain motif, streamlining, tropical imagery, eyebrows, Nautical Deco 
influences, and Egyptian and Classical elements well-known to anyone who 
has ever walked the streets of Miami Beach.  One chapter shows buildings 
from both cities side by side so we can experience the total impact of seeing 
the world through the author’s eyes. BOMBAY ART DECO ARCHITECTURE is a 
must-have book for anyone who appreciates the style and for aficionados who 
savour Art Deco’s captivating variations as it proliferated throughout the world.   

Tony Fusco
President, Art Deco Society of Boston (ADSB)

“Bombay Art Deco Architecture” is a beautiful exposition of a world-wide style, 
as it was developed in India. Much like Miami Beach, London, New York, Los 
Angeles, and other cities which have significant Art Deco buildings, the buildings 
of Bombay show the classical training of their architects intersecting with the forms 
of early modernism. Bombay Art Deco focuses on a unique period of Indian 
cultural and architectural history which deserves to be saved and restored.

Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk
Dean, School of Architecture - University of Miami
Principal, Duany Plater - Zyberk & Company


