
Birlas through the prism of
her spiritual beliefs, calling
them ‘Christ-like non-Chris-
tians’. She also traces their
65-year-old marital partner-
ship. Although present on
stage, Kumar Mangalam
played a low-key role as
mother Rajashree took cen-
terstage and wife Neerja
delivered the vote of thanks.
But he was mobbed,
nonetheless, by well-wishers
once the formal ceremony
ended! ◆
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Art and
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Last week Navin Ramani
released his book “Bombay

Art Deco Architecture. A Visual
Journey 1930-1953 (Pub: Lus-
tre Press/Roli Books) Price:
Rs1,295 at Gordon House
Hotel. This book is intended as
a sampling of Art Deco Archi-
tecture in Bombay/Mumbai.
According to the author there
are around about 89 art deco
buildings. The city’s first art
deco building was Regal cin-
ema built in 1933 and
designed by architect Charles
F. Stevens and city’s first Art
Deco district, is Churchgate.
Author Navin Ramani,
though based in Miami was

born and educated in Bom-
bay. He lived at Court View
(Art Deco Bldg) overlooking
Oval Maidan. Much of his
childhood was spent explor-
ing his Art Deco neighbour-

hood. It was not until Ramani
moved to Miami in 1989 and
encountered the Miami Beach
Art Deco district that he recog-
nised the great architectural
legacy of his Bombay Art

Deco. But while that great
treasure of Miami Art Deco
have been internationally
recognised, nationally pro-
tected. Art Deco buildings in
Bombay has, until now, been
taken for granted.

Ramani has led guided
architectural tours of the Art
Deco District since 2002, has
lectured in Miami on Bom-
bay’s Art Deco style, and has
been an honorary tour guide
of Bombay’s Art Deco archi-
tecture for the United King-
dom based conservation
organisation, the Cinema the-
atre Association and the
Twentieth Century Society.
This book makes interesting
reading especially for people
who are interested in Art Deco
Architecture. ◆

Defending her decision to
come to India now, min-

ister of international trade
and European Affairs, Emma
Bonino insists that Italy has
not left it too late to look at
India as an investment desti-
nation. Says Bonino, “If you
really look at it, there are very
few European countries
investing in India. I would
have preferred it to have been
here a year ago, and three
years ago had we come here it
would have been perfect, but I
think it is better to be late
than not come at all.” Bonino
has brought with herself
Italy’s largest business delega-
tion to India till date. She
says, “We have managed to
allay fears of an Asian inva-
sion and today we have a new
proactive mood in my coun-
try wherein business people
look upon India as an exciting
opportunity and less of a
threat.” Promoting Italy, she
says that while her country is
known for design, fashion,
food and wine what is less
known about the country is
its excellence in machine
tools, technology and
biotechnology. She adds that
apart from business she was
keen on developing political

and cultural ties with India as
the two countries have simi-
larities in the political system.

Says Bonino, who has
spent time diving and snorkel-
ing in Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, “I have explored some
parts of India and found her to
be a beautiful country.”             ◆
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Better late than never
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